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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Yaskawa Solectria Solar Enhances the SOLECTRIA® XGI 1500-250 in 

Partnership with First Solar  

A new model designed for compatibility with First Solar’s advanced thin film PV 

modules 

 

Lawrence, MA, September 8, 2022 - Yaskawa Solectria Solar announced today that it has partnered 

with US-based First Solar, Inc., the global leader in thin film solar technology and America’s largest 

solar manufacturer, to develop a new version of the SOLECTRIA XGI 1500-250 utility-scale string 

inverter.  The enhancements optimize the XGI 1500-250 for First Solar’s advanced thin film photovoltaic 

(PV) modules which represent the next generation, providing a competitive, high performance, 

lower-carbon alternative to conventional c-Si PV panels. 
 

In this collaboration between the two companies, Yaskawa Solectria Solar -- the only US-based 

manufacturer of commercial and utility-scale string inverters and a leader in the US markets – provides 

its breadth of inverter design experience and world-class US-based manufacturing to the initiative. 

The goal is to create a version of its new SOLECTRIA XGI 1500-250 utility-scale string inverter that allows 

a grounded DC input, and thereby ensures optimal integration with First Solar’s high performance 

Series 6 and Series 7 advanced thin film PV modules. These PV modules, developed at First Solar’s R&D 

labs in California and Ohio, set the industry benchmark for reliable energy production, optimized 

design, and environmental performance. 

 

“At Yaskawa Solectria Solar we aim to strengthen our position as leaders in technology and to build 

on the proven technology of our XGI 1500 inverters.  Both companies have US-based design and 

manufacturing, and this partnership brings together our engineering teams and industry-leading 

technology at just the right time.  We have very exciting opportunities ahead working closely with First 

Solar” said Miles C. Russell, Director of Product Management at Yaskawa Solectria Solar.   

 

“We expect that Solectria’s new inverter design in combination with First Solar’s module technology 

will help asset owners and operators further enhance the LCOE of their solar installations,” said Alex 

Kamerer, Manager, Product Management, First Solar. “This effort represents the best of American 

solar, bringing together leading US-developed photovoltaic technology with US-developed inverter 

technology to deliver an optimized solution for US solar assets.”   

 

The SOLECTRIA XGI 1500 inverters are Made in the USA with global components at the Yaskawa 

America factory in Buffalo Grove, Il and are the only PV inverters designed and manufactured in the 

USA and are Buy America Act (BAA) compliant. 

 

About Yaskawa Solectria Solar 

Yaskawa Solectria Solar is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Yaskawa America, Inc. and the largest 

inverter manufacturer based in the USA, with headquarters in Lawrence, MA, and world-class 

production facilities in Buffalo Grove, IL and Oak Creek, WI.  Solectria’s products include inverters 

ranging from 25kW to 250kW, string combiners and web-based monitoring for all size solar systems.  All 

of Solectria’s three-phase utility inverters are made in the USA with global components and meet the  

Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) definitions of a Commercial Off-The-Shelf (COTS) item. This also 

qualifies our Solectria inverters as domestic end products, compliant with the Buy American Act  

(BAA).  Solectria is backed by Yaskawa, with over 100 years of power electronics and inverter 

experience and continues to provide new innovations in the marketplace.  To learn more please visit 

www.solectria.com. 
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About First Solar, Inc. 

First Solar is a leading American solar technology company and global provider of responsibly-

produced eco-efficient solar modules advancing the fight against climate change. Developed at 

research and development labs in California and Ohio, the company’s advanced thin film 

photovoltaic (“PV”) modules represent the next generation of solar technologies, providing a 

competitive, high-performance, lower-carbon alternative to conventional crystalline silicon PV 

panels. From raw material sourcing and manufacturing through end-of-life module recycling, First 

Solar’s approach to technology embodies sustainability and a responsibility towards people and the 

planet. For more information, please visit www.firstsolar.com. 
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